
Karmic Encounters 
THE VERTEX 



What is the 
Vertex?
• The Vertex /Anti Vertex 

axis is a theoretical 
point in the heavens 
where the ecliptic, the 
apparent orbit of the 
Sun around the earth, 
crosses the prime 
vertical, the plane that 
runs at right angles to 
the meridian and 
divides the celestial 
sphere from front to 
back. 



The Vertex is always located on the 

western side of the horoscope 

and the Anti Vertex on the 

eastern side. 



Mythology of 
the Vertex 

The

Roman Myth 





Mythology 
of the 
Vertex 
MODERN DAY MYTH 



The Vertex points to remember

• Since the Vertex is an angle, it is very important that the 
correct time of birth is used. Like the Ascendant and 
Midheaven, the Vertex will change degrees as you change the 
time of birth.

• Donna Henson sees it as a role played not by personal 
choice, but fated or destined by part we play in life.

• Robert Hand views the Vertex as appearing in dramatic 
situations not characteristic of normal life over which  that a 
person seems to have little conscious control. 



The Vertex 

The vertex that it is very personal and private 
point in the natal chart.  People often don't 

realise what happening and don't want to talk 
about the repeat situations  they find 

themselves in as they out of their comfort zone. 
The situations can trigger deep feelings 

including anger, frustration, hopelessness and 
inadequacy.



Axis across 4th (Vx)/10th (A-Vx)

This represents the dilemma of home versus career

➢Needing to achieve and be important in the 
external world but having to take on the demands 
of a home life. 

➢There are often significant parental issues around 
nurturing, discipline, unconditional love vs 
conditional love and dependency vs dominance.

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 



Axis across 5th (Vx)/11th (A-Vx)

Represents the freedom/closeness dilemma. 

➢The strong need independence, to be unique, and 
not follow anyone's rules but at the same time the 
person wants to be special, admired and looked 
up to in a loving emotional relationship. 

➢The person may feel torn between the demands of 
lovers/children and friends and creativity.

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 



Michael Hutchence 





Axis across 6th (Vx)/12th (A-Vx)

Represents the need to truly blend dreams with 
reality, learning to be both realistic and idealistic. 

➢ Realising that the work arena, or health issues, 
are often areas where learning needs to 
happen in small steps to reach visionary goals. 

➢ Alternatively, if that wonderful visionary work 
that is aspired to is not happening this too may 
manifest as conflict at work or health issues.

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 



Axis across 7th (Vx)/1st (A-Vx)

Represents the dilemma of independence versus 
closeness

 The person needs to balance the need for self-
assertion and doing what they want versus 
pleasing and accommodating the other.

 Learning to take responsibility their part in 
conflict within a relationship

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 





Axis across 8th (Vx)/ 2nd (A-Vx)

This represents the dilemma of handling the physical, 
sensual world comfortably with others 

 The person may be torn between

     self-indulgence versus control of all the appetites 

 It may also manifest in being unable to give and 
receive appropriately on a material or intimate level 
or feeling out of control or trying to control the 
environment, resources or intimate relationships.

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 





Axis across 9th (Vx)/ 3rd (A-Vx)

This represents to develop  clear thinking and 
communication 

 The need to learn to study subjects in depth

 Avoid the tendency, once they have decided they 
have found the truth, to become aggressively 
evangelical and deny others their own individual 
truths.

Vertex – Anti – Vertex House Axis 



Astrologer Depline May stated that the 

Vertex is what is expected of us as result of 

what we are (the Ascendant) and what 

we do (Midheaven). 

And that the quality of the sign of the 

Vertex is being pulled out of you for your 

personality completion.  



What the Vertex ask you to do

Aries 

➢ Become a leader not a 
follower 

➢ Be decisive and 
assertive- take the 
initiative

➢ Tackle conflict 

➢ Be courageous 

Taurus 

➢Become secure in all 

ways

➢Share your resources  

➢ Learn to lessen 

control and accept love 

and comfort from 

others 



What the Vertex ask you to do

Gemini 

➢ Become a spokesperson 
or teacher 

➢ Communicate concisely 
and factually – write and 
research

Cancer 

➢ Become emotionally 
secure 

➢Provide others with 
emotional support and 
nurture them 

➢Engage with the public 





What the Vertex ask you to do

Leo 
➢ Be able to sustain 

intimate personal 
relationships 

➢ Encourage and 
develop others 
creativity including 
children 

➢ Be an individual 

Virgo 

 Become organised to 
create order and 
meaning out of chaos 

 Develop helpful and 
practical activities and 
find meaning in the 
mundane 





What the Vertex ask you to do

Libra 

 Become a mediator for 
others especially in 
relationships 

 Learn to be diplomatic

 Master compromise 
and cooperation with 
others

Scorpio 

➢ Develop financial and  
emotional support 
abilities and your own 
secure base 

➢Learn to be more 
open,  trust  and step 
out of the 'comfort 
zone'



What the Vertex ask you to do

Sagittarius 
➢ Become a teacher or 

advocate for the truth

➢ Develop  a deep 
understanding of the 
facts 

➢ Create a personal 
sustaining philosophy 
but don’t preach 

Capricorn 
➢ Develop independence 

➢ Accept responsibilities  
and duties,

➢ Learn to self-nurture 

➢ Accept there are 
limitations and work 
through them



What the Vertex ask you to do

Aquarius 

➢ Become an advocate 
on social issues 

➢ Learn to allow space 
and freedom in 
relationships

➢ Develop a true sense 
of self without the 
'ego' 

Pisces 

➢Develop compassion and 
practical healing skills

➢ Learn to really listen to 
others and offer support 

➢Manifest your idealism 
constructively and non-
critically.





What Triggers the Vertex? 

➢ Transits

➢ Secondary Progressions /Solar Arcs 

➢ Meetings with significant people

➢ Location and location changes 



The Vertex - triggers

Knowing the placement of your Vertex helps you to 
recognise what is being triggered and begin to  
master the skills you are meant to develop. 

Once you can do that Vertex related karmic 
encounters will continue to enter your life, but you 
will be able to work through them with more ease. 











The Vertex and Relationship 

➢ The Vertex represents where someone comes into our 

life in some unavoidable and  fated way.

➢ They bring new experiences and events that change 

your life.

➢ This is not comfortable, and you may well resist as you 

are being asked to step into unknow territory

➢ What can be gained from what are usually difficult 

interactions is  a new  personal awareness and social 

skills  



Michael 

and Kylie 





Michael 

and 

Paula  









Anita Ings 

anitaings@gmail.com 

mailto:Anitaings@gmail.com
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